We present a nine generation family with autosomal dominant retinitis pigmentosa (ADRP). Evidence of blindness in the early generations, as obtained from census returns and clinical records, and examination of current patients show variable expressivity with a spectrum which ranges from asymptomatic in late life to blindness in the third decade of life. The family is not linked to any of the chromosomal locations so far described in ADRP and further illustrates the heterogeneity of the disorder. (J Med
We describe here a large family where subjects tested all have the 'R' phenotype and in which there is considerable variability of expression.
Patients
The nucleus families which comprise this pedigree were ascertained from a register of retinal dystrophies held at Moorfields Eye Hospital. The register contains details of patients seen at the Genetic Clinic and Electrodiagnostic Department of the hospital. It also contains limited information derived from a simple questionnaire sent to members of a support group, the British Retinitis Pigmentosa Society. The register is on computer, and it holds data of approximately 400 apparently unrelated families with ADRP. Only one nucleus family was ascertained from this questionnaire, and subjects from this family have since been examined in order to confirm the diagnosis of RP. Subjects are given a family number, and county of birth is indicated by a two digit code.9 Methods Pedigrees of ADRP were inspected according to family surname and county of origin with the aim of tracing common ancestry. A number of three and four generation pedigrees were found originating from the region of St Albans and Watford in Hertfordshire. These pedigrees were extended by several generations using the resources of the Registrar General.
All The birth certificates give the name of the child, the name and occupation of the father, the name and maiden name of the mother, and the address of the parents. Marriage certificates give the surname, Christian name, occupation, and address of both parties, also the name and occupation of the father of each party. Death certificates give full name, address, age, cause of death, and the name of the person reporting the death.
The index entries of births since 1911 give the mother's maiden name, and those of marriages since 1911 give a cross reference to the surname of the other party. Each entry gives a registration district where the event took place and this entry bears a number, so that it is simple to identify both parties of a marriage occurring after 1911, and it is possible but more laborious to do the same for marriages before 191 1. This limits the number of certificates which may be needed, and reduces the cost which may be considerable when researching a large family. The constraints however are those which apply to all genealogy, and these are that the event has to be registered, and that the surname is not a common one. This is particularly true in Wales where a few surnames are shared by a large proportion of the population. An excellent account of genealogical sources in Wales has been given by Moore." Ultimately, a relevant entry will be found of a birth in the period covered by the census, and the certificate must be purchased in order to find the address or the rural parish. recorded on microfilm and are available for inspection by the public at the Public Record Office and in local County Record Offices. Each census is ordered according to parish, so that an address is essential. From 1851, the census entries include a disability column and also the parish of birth so that existing parish registers which are held in County Record Offices may then be searched. The Society of Genealogists in London also has copies of the registers of more than 700 parishes as well as a unique collection of surname indexes, and trade and professional directories.
Limited use was made of the International Genealogical Index, a microfiche produced by the Church of the Latter Day Saints. Coverage of countries in the UK is variable, and while almost complete for the City of London before 1837, it is non-existent for some counties such as Huntingdon. The original parish registers were inspected in order to verify entries as handwriting is a common source of error, and also entries have been sometimes overlooked in transcribing.
Clinical details of index patients and of some of their affected relatives were obtained from hospital notes at Moorfields Eye Hospital. Details of other relatives who were not examined were obtained by telephone interview.
Results
The pedigree of the family is shown in fig 1. All persons in the first five generations are dead. Details of census entries relating to persons in the early generations are given in table 
